PREFACE
THIS little book is intended primarily for students
who are beginning the study of foreign history at
Schools and Universities. Such students gener-
ally have an examination in view, but this is not a cram
book. My hope is that it may be found suggestive and
stimulating, but not satisfying. That it will serve the less
well, on that account, as a text-book for examinations I do
not believe, since the best examiners do all in their power to
discourage' cram'. But it will fail of its main purpose if it
does not stimulate a desire ior bigger and better books and
ampler information.
Any one who has been set down to write the history of a
crowded period in a given number of words will judge
leniently its many imperfections. Such a task involves a
perpetual choice between obscenity and incompleteness.
As lucidity seems to me the one essential quality in an intro-
ductory sketch I have not hesitated to prefer it to every
other consideration. How far I have attained even to this
virtue my readers alone can judge. There are glaring omis-
sions, especially in the second part of the book (1815-1878);
but within the allotted limits of space I could do no more
than suggest the great outstanding achievements of the
period. It is my hope some day to fill in the sketch here
presented.1
I have made free use of the works of my predecessors
in the same field, but I hope that I have not, without
acknowledgment, appropriated their ideas or phrases. No
one, however, who has been for many years teaching a
1 This hope was fulfilled in my History of Ewep^
(4th edition, Methuen, 1944).
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